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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
 

G E N E V A  D I S A R M A M E N T  P L A T F O R M P A G E  2

In 2018, the Geneva Disarmament Platform
continued to promote and facilitate
disarmament work in Geneva and to enable
interaction between relevant stakeholders
through four main activity areas:

Information center
Community focus
Cross-fertilizer
Incubator

This was done through the organization of
events, networking activities, and the
provision of complete and comprehensive up-
to-date information on all disarmament-
related events whether official or unofficial,
intergovernmental or from civil society
organizations.
 
This report covers activities carried out from 1
January to 31 December 2018.
 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform
acknowledges the financial support of the
Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs.
Financial supporters of the Geneva
Disarmament Platform are not responsible for,
and do not necessarily endorse, the material
contained in this report.
 

ABOUT
 

The Geneva Disarmament Platform is an
independent, non-profit association aiming to
provide a neutral and dynamic forum of
interaction in Geneva for all stakeholders in
the field of disarmament.
 
It aims to serve as a focal point for the
disarmament community, facilitating
cooperation and the sharing of information,
where new issues can be explored and where
difficult questions can be taken up in a less
political and formal setting. It works to enable
various actors to be better connected,
enhance interaction with non-disarmament
actors in Geneva, break silos, and, hence,
advance disarmament.
 

CONTACT
 
Geneva Disarmament Platform
Maison de la Paix, Tower 3
Chemin Eugène-Rigot 2C | PO Box 1300
1211 Geneva 1
Switzerland
 
Tel: +41 (0)22 730 93 36 
 
contact@disarmament.ch



INFORMATION
CENTER
 

 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform website
aims to provide complete and comprehensive
information on all disarmament-related
events in Geneva and elsewhere.
 
Among the main features of the website is the
disarmament calendar, which is regularly
updated and allows for targeted searches for
specific events based on date, topic, location,
treaty, and organizer. Each event is linked with
the relevant documents and background
materials (when available), as well as with
related events (e.g. previous meetings in a
series or side-events of a conference).
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About 700 events have been uploaded to the
Geneva Disarmament Platform website since
June 2017, including 314 during the period
documented in this report.
 
A total of 48 blog posts featuring upcoming
disarmament events and current issues were
published from January to December 2018.
thus contributing to the goal of providing
regular updates and up-to-date information
on disarmament activity.
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Occasional feature articles examining a
specific issue or problem in more depth are
also posted on the website. This part of the
website remains to be fully exploited with
only two articles published in 2018.
 

Aim
Offer up-to-date and relevant information
for stakeholders dealing with disarmament-
related issues.

Newsletter
 
In addition, the Geneva Disarmament Platform
provides interested subscribers with a
monthly newsletter summarizing key
disarmament events and relevant information
and resources. As of December 2018, over 170
people have signed up to receive the
newsletter. In May 2018, in order to comply
with the General Data Protection Regulation, a
review of personal data held was conducted
and as a result the number of contacts
significantly decreased (from over 300).
 

 
In the course of 2018, the Geneva
Disarmament Platform has continued to
develop its activities on Facebook and
Twitter, and has shared information on its
activities as well as other disarmament-
related events and initiatives. 
 
Social media accounts have continued to
grow in 2018: followers up by 27% on
Facebook and  111% on Twitter.
 
Followers growth 2017-2018
 

Social Media

Website

A total of nearly 3,000 users.
1,300 page views and 660 sessions per
month.
25% increase in number of monthly users:
from 345 in June to 458 in December.
Top 3 countries by users: Switzerland
(28%), the United States (17%), and the
United Kingdom (5%).

GDP Website Traffic (Jun – Dec 2018)
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To further expand its audience potential, the
Geneva Disarmament Platform provided live
streaming of some of its events (available on
its Youtube Channel).



COMMUNITY
FOCUS
 

 
In 2018, the Geneva Disarmament Platform
organized a total of 17 events allowing a
variety of stakeholders to discuss new
initiatives, progress and challenges. The
events took different formats, from panel
discussions at the United Nations to a photo
exhibition, a watch party and a movie
screening, to name just a few.
 
The events were organized to address various
needs, as described in this section.
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Aims
Contribute to on-going discussions on key
disarmament issues and provide new
approaches to such discussions.
Help in rebuilding a sense of community
among disarmament actors in Geneva and
beyond when possible.

In April 2018, the Geneva Disarmament
Platform assisted the Hiroshima Prefecture to
organize a private side-event during the
Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty Preparatory
Committee, to discuss future steps after the
entry into force of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and ways to
engage nuclear-weapon states.
 
In August 2018, to mark the international day
against nuclear tests, the Geneva
Disarmament Platform partnered with the
permanent mission of Kazakhstan, the Center
for International Security and Policy (CISP),
and the United Nations Office for
Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) to organize the
screening of “Where the Wind Blew” (by
André Singer), a documentary on Soviet and
US nuclear-weapons testing. High-level
representatives from the United Nations
(UNOG Director-General Michael Møller, and
UNODA Director Anja Kaspersen) participated,
thus helping to enhance the visibility of the
event and to strengthen Geneva Disarmament
Platform relations with United Nations
officials.
 
Biological Weapons
 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform and the
British American Security Information Council
(BASIC) held a side-event during the
Biological Weapons Convention Experts
Meeting in August 2018 on the technical and
compliance issues if a weapons of mass
destruction free zone in the Middle East were
to be established. The event notably featured
experts from Georgia and Malaysia and
provided an opportunity for sharing best
practices with the aim of developing potential
and feasible solutions for inclusion in a draft
treaty.
 

Exploring various
issues relevant to
disarmament work
 
Topics covered by the Geneva Disarmament
Platform events in 2018 included: weapons of
mass destruction, conventional weapons,
divestment, gender, and the disarmament
machinery.
 
Nuclear Weapons
 
In February 2018, about six months after the
opening for signature of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, the Geneva
Disarmament Platform and the Permanent
Mission of Austria hosted a panel discussion
on the way ahead for the new treaty and how
to constructively engage with those remaining
outside of the treaty. The event presented the
views from different governments (Australia,
Costa Rica, and Mexico) and from civil society
(ICAN - the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons).

 
Looking ahead: What next for the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons; February 2018
© Geneva Disarmament Platform
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A survey was conducted at the end of the
event. Nearly half of respondents were not
totally won over by Guterres' address: 
 
 
 
 
Overall, the UN Secretary-General’s
performance and ideas received a rating of 5
out of 10.
 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform also
partnered with six other Geneva based
institutions for the Geneva Dialogues, a series
of events focusing on engaging with the
Secretary-General’s ideas and discussing
ways in which to move forward on his Agenda
for Disarmament. The series looked at the four
main areas identified in the Agenda:
disarmament to save humanity, disarmament
that saves lives, disarmament for future
generations, and strengthening partnerships
for disarmament. This series of events was
well-attended and contributed to
strengthening ties between the Geneva
Disarmament Platform and other institutions
in Geneva.
 
Gender and Disarmament
 
The question of gender equality in
disarmament processes was addressed
during a panel discussion on strengthening
partnerships co-organized by the Geneva
Disarmament Platform in September 2018 as
part of the Geneva Dialogues series. The
event provided a set of data on women
participation in disarmament conferences and
shed light on initiatives to achieve gender
equality.
 

Conventional Weapons
 
In November 2018, the Geneva Disarmament
Platform assisted SafeGround (an Australian
NGO active on landmines, cluster munitions
and explosive remnants of war issues), in
organizing activities on the margins of the
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons
and the Mine Ban Treaty annual conferences.
As such, an exhibition, a book launch, and a
panel discussion were organized at the UN in
Geneva to raise awareness on the threats
posed by World War II explosive remnants on
the Pacific Islands and efforts needed to
release and clear contaminated areas.
 
Divestment
 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform, in
partnership with PAX, convened in June 2018
a round-table on divestment in humanitarian
disarmament to exchange views on the
advantages of prohibiting financing as a form
of assistance in the production of prohibited
weapons and look at states practices. As a
follow-up, a public event took place during
the Meeting of States Parties to the
Convention on Cluster Munitions in
September 2018 to engage with diplomats on
this issue and to present concrete examples
of how divestment campaigns and actions can
have an impact on the implementation of
treaty obligations. 
 
Disarmament Machinery
 
The launch of the UN Secretary-General's
Disarmament Agenda in May 2018 was an
opportunity to start discussions on ways to
reinvigorate the disarmament machinery and
to implement much-needed changes to the
current system. The Geneva Disarmament
Platform organized a Watch Party for the
official launch of the Agenda. In addition to
providing a networking opportunity, this
informal event was an effort to gather
relevant stakeholders to watch the
presentation of Antonio Guterres’s new
initiative live and to discuss their first
reactions.

45% were disappointed by his remarks,
40% said they were cautiously optimistic,
while just 15% were pleased and impressed.

 
Panel discussion on divestment initiatives for disarmament, September 2018
© Geneva Disarmament Platform
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Engaging younger
audiences
 
Various projects were carried over in 2018
with a view to facilitate the involvement of the
young generation in disarmament discussions.
 
In May 2018, the Geneva Disarmament
Platform launched an essay contest to
encourage innovative thinking and ideas from
students in field other than the traditional
ones of international relations and
international law. The winning essay looked at
how science, technology and innovation
policy studies could make disarmament
efforts more effective, forward-looking and
socially championed. A follow-up round-table
was organized in fall 2018 to discuss ways to
enhance global disarmament efforts and to
examine the ideas put forward in the winning
essay. 
 
Participants included the winning author and
young professionals from permanent
missions. The idea of organizing similar
meetings between interns and young
professionals based in Geneva was put
forward.
 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform took part
in two disarmament education projects to
introduce secondary-school students to
peace and security related issues (Bâtisseurs
de Paix in June 2018, and Sismondi College in
December 2018).

 
Panel discussion on working methods in disarmament diplomacy, May 2018
© Geneva Disarmament Platform

Exploring alternative
working methods
 
In 2018, the Geneva Disarmament Platform
resumed its series on working methods in
disarmament diplomacy, and looked at two
aspects of routine work practices: the general
debate and preparatory processes.
 
The main aims for both events were to
discuss challenges faced in formal
disarmament proceedings, as well as to
identify practical ways or alternatives to
structure those processes differently in order
to improve their effectiveness and to make a
better use of time and resources.
 
Following the events, a summary document
was prepared and included the main ideas
and challenges mentioned during the events.
This document was made available on the
website and social media and may be used in
the future as a basis for further discussion on
working methods.
 

The Geneva Disarmament Platform organized
a discussion on gender in disarmament
diplomacy during which 2018 disarmament
statements were rated on a scale from -10 to
10, with -10 being an example of extreme
patriarchy and 10 being a genuine attempt to
highlight the importance of gender equality in
disarmament. The light-hearted approach
used for the event was an effective way to
raise awareness on the importance of
language in perpetuating gender stereotypes
and constructions.
 

The events were designed to propose
interactive activities related to current events,
in order to enable a better understanding and
sense of ownership from the students. Both
experiences are likely to be repeated in 2019.
 
Throughout the year, the Geneva
Disarmament Platform also made
presentations to visiting groups of university
students aiming at examining and discussing
the current state of play and developments in
disarmament
 



CROSS
FERTILIZER &
INCUBATOR
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Aims
Explore links and synergies with activities
in areas outside disarmament.
Provide a space for informal dialogue to
interested stakeholders in order to discuss,
explore, develop, and elaborate new
approaches and initiatives.

Between October and December 2018, the
Geneva Disarmament Platform participated in
initial consultations with several civil society
organizations to discuss possible and relevant
linkages between the business, human rights
and arms control fields and respective legal
instruments.
 

Developing links and
opportunities for
partnerships with other
sectors
 
In early 2018, the Geneva Disarmament
Platform had some preliminary discussions
with an expert from the World Health
Organization and academics on the impact of
public health on the development and
implementation of disarmament treaties. A
research study proposal was submitted to the
Graduate Institute as part of its Capstone
project. However it was not pursued due to an
insufficient number of registrations.
 
In November 2018, the Geneva Disarmament
Platform partnered with the United Nations
Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR)
to organize an event as part of the Geneva
Peace Week and to explore synergies
between arms control and peace-building and
ways to better integrate arms controls
approaches into conflict prevention and
peace-building efforts.

Integrating gender
perspectives in
Geneva-based
disarmament activities
 
In June 2018, the Geneva Disarmament
Platform joined the International Gender
Champions Network aiming at breaking down
gender barriers. 
 
By joining this network, the platform aimed to
contribute to integrate gender perspectives in
Geneva-based disarmament activities in more
practical and operational ways, and to take
concrete steps to be a more gender-
responsible organization through the panel
parity pledge and the implementation of
annual commitments. 
 
Commitments for 2018 were:
 

 
Through the range of events conducted in
2018, the Geneva Disarmament Platform
worked to increase sharing, exchange, and
collaboration across different disarmament
activities. It also continued to explore
potential synergies with other fields, including
but not limited to public health, human rights,
or humanitarian affairs.
 

ensure gender balance at events, monitor
and report on the gender composition of all
panels and attendees (see annex II); 
hold at least two events to discuss gender
perspectives in the context of disarmament
activities and challenge the problematic
gender identities and patriarchal
constructions.

 
Panel discussion on strengthening partnerships for disarmament, September 2018
© Geneva Disarmament Platform



CONCLUSION
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In 2018 the Geneva Disarmament Platform
succeeded in consolidating its role as an
independent provider of services and support
to the disarmament community in Geneva and
beyond. The information center function in
particular made a significant practical
contribution to supporting the work of the
disarmament community and fulfilling a
pressing need for current and comprehensive
information on disarmament activity.
 
The community-building function also saw
success, with a broad range of activity, and
feedback from participants was positive.
However, participation at some events was
modest, and the Geneva Disarmament
Platform will need to make further efforts on
outreach and engagement, as will as in better
understanding and responding to the interests
and needs of stakeholders.
 
The cross-fertilizer and incubator functions
remain largely in an exploratory and
experimental stage, and developing them
further will be a priority for 2019 and beyond,
especially as the maturity of the information
center will allow for more resources to be
devoted to these functions.
 



ANNEX I 
STRUCTURE &
GOVERNANCE
 
 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform is a non-profit
association governed by its statutes and by Articles
60 et seq. of the Swiss Civil Code. the Platform works
to promote, encourage and support activities related
to disarmament and arms control in Geneva and
elsewhere, and to develop links and cooperation with
other fields of international relations.
 
The operations and day-to-day activities of the
Geneva Disarmament Platform are carried out by a
small staff team based at the Maison de la Paix, in
Geneva.
 
Staff in 2018
 
 
 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform is governed by a
Committee of voluntary members who oversee its
work and review its activities. In 2018, the Committee
met twice in person to take note of the 2017 Annual
Report and approve the work plan for 2018. 
 
Committee in 2018
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ANNEX II 
GENDER
POLICY
 
The Geneva Disarmament Platform promotes and
ensures gender mainstreaming in its activities. 
 
As such, it has a particular regard to gender balance
when organizing events. In 2018, 24 out of the 39
panelists invited were women (representing 62% of
the total). In comparison in 2017, women represented
42% of the speakers.
 
Gender distribution of panelists 2017-2018
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While attendance at Geneva Disarmament Platform
public events was pretty well balanced, with a slight
majority of women participants (52% on average),
attendance at privat meetings (less than 10
participants) were more male dominated.
 
Gender distribution of attendees in 2018

Audit

Organization

 
The accounts of the Geneva Disarmament Platform
are subject to annual audits. The 2018 report of the
auditors is available on the Geneva Disarmament
Platform website. The accounts were audited in
accordance with the Swiss Auditing Standard on the
limited statutory examination. 
 
In 2018, the audit was carried out by: 
CCCG SA, Place Saint-Gervais 1, 1201 Geneva.  

Plenary session on the opening day of the Anti-personnel Mine Ban Convention
intersessional meetings, June 2018
© Geneva Disarmament Platform

Richard Lennane, Executive Director
Marion Loddo, Assistant Coordinator

Peter Herby, President
Maya Brehm, Secretary
Mia Gandenberger, Treasurer
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ANNEX III 
LIST OF 2018
EVENTS
 
 
Looking ahead: what next for the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons?
7 February | UN Office at Geneva (UNOG)
 
Working methods in disarmament diplomacy, 
part 2: general debate
6 March | International Conference Center Geneva
 
Working methods in disarmament diplomacy, 
part 3: preparatory processes
4 May | UNOG
 
UN Secretary-General's disarmament address, watch
party
24 May | The Clubhouse
 
Establishing a weapons of mass destruction-free-zone in
the Middle East
16 August | UNOG
In partnership with: BASIC
 
Where the Wind Blew, film screening
28 August | UNOG
In partnership with: Permanent Mission of Kazakhstan, CISP
and UNODA
 
Geneva Dialogues, part 4: strengthening partnerships for
disarmament
5 September | UNOG
In partnership with: Geneva Center for the Democratic
Control of Armed Forces, Geneva Center for Security Policy,
Geneva International Center for Humanitarian Demining,
Small Arms Survey, UNIDIR and UNODA
 
How conventional arms control can help build and
sustain peace, Geneva Peace Week
8 November | UNOG
In partnership with: Permanent Mission of the United
Kingdom, UN Department of Political Affairs and UNIDIR 
 
In Search of Safe Ground in the Pacific, panel discussion,
book launch, and exhibition
19 November | UNOG
In partnership with: Permanent Mission of Australia and
SafeGround
 
Gender in disarmament diplomacy: examining national
statements
4 December | UNOG
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Nuclear disarmament workshop
24 April | Maison de la Paix 
In partnership with: Hiroshima Prefecture
 
Divestment in humanitarian disarmament 
21 June | Maison de la Paix
In partnership with: PAX
 
Disarmament essay contest round-table
14 November | Maison de la Paix
 

Public events

Invitation-only events

Disarmament education
activities
 
Bâtisseurs de paix workshop
20 June | Maison de la Paix
 
Disarmament afternoon workshop
6 December | Sismondi College
 

Panel participation or
facilitation
 
Presentation to Public Law students from Leiden
University
2 May | Maison de la Paix
 
The futures of convergent weapon system oversight
15 May |  Infantry Academy (Spain)
Organizer: International Society for Military Ethics in Europe
 
Presentation to Master Students from the Global Studies
Institute/ Geneva University
6 June | Maison de la Paix
 
Divestment for disarmament
4 September | UNOG
Organized by: PAX
 
Panel on non-proliferation and disarmament 
29 October | UNOG
Organizer: Geneva International Model of the United Nations
 
Panel on UN Secretary-General Disarmament Agenda
31 October | Maison de la Paix
Organizer: Geneva Center for Security Policy
 
Nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament (course for
practitioners)
5-9 November | Magaliesburg (South Africa)
Organizers:  South Africa Department of International
Relations and Cooperation and Middlebury Institute of
International Studies at Monterey
 
What opportunities for conventional weapons control?
21 November 2018 | UNOG
Organizers: Permanent Mission of Switzerland, UNODA,
Article 36
 


